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ainst open enemies, and would destroy the 
poled sen hake hives and other buildings; ee 4 oe 
their warrens, parks, and orchards. The a eS 
those who had not as yet sworn cee or ale 
were, William Marshal earl of = i Wa 
Chester, William earl of Salisbury, William a 
William earl of Albemarle, H. arl of tee: ste 
ney, Robert de Vipont, Peter eng e: Be 
G. "ae Lucy, G. de Furnival, Thomas a a 
Braibroc, John de Bassingeburne, big as 2 a 
Henryde Cornhulle, John Fitz-Hugh, satan iS \ 
Philip de Albeney, John Marshal. and . i a 7 
the greatest part of these, on receiving the ne : 
barons, set out to London and joined them, ob bi 
king entirely. The pleas of the Sane a 
sheriff’s courts ceased throughout Englan F pe 
was no one to make a valuation for the king or ss 
in any thing.* 
The conference belween the king and the barons. 


1 hy 
King John, when he saw that he was deserted 

all, so hat out of his eee acesaniean fs a 
scarcely retained seven knights, w ? oh oe 

barons would attack his castles and " ce 
difficulty, as they would find no obstacle 

and he deceitfally pretended to make ao foot 

the aforesaid barons, and sent William Marsh | ea 
broke, with other trustworthy messengers, - ee 
them that, for the sake of peace, and for Sa a ye 
honour of the kingdom, he would willingly ick : 
laws and liberties they required; he also sen' Hy 


i n i hatred 
* “ About the same time the king concealed his secret f 


Im countenance, and pl : 
all the Tasee he counterfeited, as it is counngy alee i 
word in their names to all countries, that the Englis Nii 
and to be detested by the whole yond: sepiecraatol pore 
tes, he would bestow on him, wi st : 
authority of the pope, all their lands and Ligeesgne Be 
le of foreign countries heard these promises, they P Be 
esciss they knew that the ae mpere i cos ist Nn Be 
3 wh they discovered the truth y IV 
pod Ne tae thus the king fell into the net which he 
spread.”— J. Paris, 


ning revenge, causéd the sense : 
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ons by these same messengers, to appoint a fitting day 

il place to meet and carry all these matters into effect, 
king’s messengers then came in all haste to London, and 
hout deceit reported to the barons all that had been de- 
fully imposed on them; they in their great joyfappointea 
fifteenth of June for the king to meet them, at a field 
ig between Staines and Windsor. Accordingly, at the 

» and place pre-agreed on, the king and nobles came to 

e appointed conference, and when each party had stationed 
einselves apart from the other, they began a long discussion 
mit terms of peace and the aforesaid liberties, There were 
Preseht on behalf of the king, the archbishops, Stephen of 
Hterbury, and H. of Dublin; the bishops W. of London, 
© of Winchester, H. of 


Oreester, W. of Coventry, and Benedict of Rochester ; 


Mister Pandulph familiar of our lord the pope, and brother 


Mitieric the master of the knights-templars in England ; 
William Marshal earl of Pembroke, the earl of 

earl Warrenne, the earl of Arundel, Alan de Gal- 

- Fitz-Gerald, Peter F itz-Herbert, Alan Basset, 

hew Fitz-Herbert, Thomas Basset, Hugh de Neville, 
Hert de Burgh seneschal of Poicton, Robert de Ropeley, 
Marshal, and Philip d’Aubeny. Those who were on 

lif of the barons it is not necessary to enumerate, since 
Whole nobility of England were now assembled together 
MHumbers not to be computed. At length, after various 
Miiits'on both sides had been discussed, king John, seeing 
he was inferior in strength to the barons, 


, Without raising 
n difficulty, granted the underwritten laws and liberties, 
Mtonfirmed them by his charter as follows :— 


Arter of king John as to the grant of common vights to the barons. 


Wok, by the grace of God, hing of England, &c. Be it 
vn, that we, looking to God and for the safety of our 
piu, and those of our ancestors and our heirs, have, for the 
ir of God, the exaltation of the holy church, and the 
fadment of our kingdom,* conceded to God, and by this 


i) Watis inserts here :—“ By the advice of our venerable fathers, Stephen. 
hop of Canterbury primate of all England, and a cardinal of the 
Roman church, Henry archbishop of Dublin, and the bishops 

of London, Peter of Winchester Jovelyn of Bath and Glaston- 
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our present charter have confirmed, on behalf of us/and f 
heirs for ever, that the church. of England. be a free ehure hs 
and keep its laws entire, and its liberties uninfringed, at ; 
we wish it to be observed so, inasmuch as it appears that 
liberty of elections, which is considered to be of the grea 
importance and most necessary to the English chureb, 
granted by us, of our own free will, and confirmed hy mi 
charter, before any open disagreement had arisen bet "i 
and our barons, and we obtained a confirmation of if fon 
our lord pope Innocent the third, and we will keep it one 
selves and wish it to be observed by our heirs in ood! (ith 
for ever. Also to all our free subjects of the kingdom i 
England, we, for ourselves and our heirs for everlia iss 
granted all the underwritten liberties, to be had and) to Te 
held by them and their heirs ‘rom us and our heirsy ite 

one of our earls, or barons, or any others holding posses 


from us in chief by knight’s service, shall die, andj after 
decease, his heir shall be of age. and shall owe reli 
shall take his inheritance by the old relief; that is tos 
heir or heirs of an earl shall pay a hundred pounds oF 
entire barony of the earl, the heir or heirs of a bare 


hundred marks for the whole of his barony, and thé RePOE 
heirs of a knight a hundred shillings at most for the WhGle 
of his knight’s fee, and whoever owes less let him’ pia 
according to the old custom of fees. But if the hein of 
one of these shall be under age, his lord shall not 
custody of him or his land, before he has received his hanttj 
and after that such heir shall be in wardship, and attain 
age of twenty-one years, he shall: take up his: inhe 
without relief or fine; so that if the heir himself) y 
under age, be made a knight, nevertheless his land! shi 
remain in the custody of his lord till the befores 
period. The guardian of the property of an heir uniler) 


~~ 
bury, Hugh of Lincoln, Walter of Worcester, William of © vet nd 
Benedict of Rochester, of master Panduiph, sub-deacon and fam) ink i 
our lord the pope, the master of the knights-templars in England : 
the nobles William Marshall earl of Pembroke, W. earl of 5 
William earl Warrenne, William earl of Arundel, Alan de Lewey, 
of Scotland, Warin Fitz-Gerard, Peter Fitz-Herbert, Hubert de 
seneschal of Poictou, Hugh de Neville, Matthew Fitz-Herbiert, D 
Basset, Alan Basset, Philip Daubency, Robert de Ropesle, John Mi 
John Fite-Hugh, and others of our faithful subjects amongst-the fits 7 
- 
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Shall take-from the land of the said heir only reasonable out- 


is 9) -Zoings, reasonable customs, and reasonable service, and these 
eS 


Without destruction of, or damage to, person or property. 
And if we entrust the guardianship of such land to any one, 
Pither a sheriff or any other, who onght to answer to us for 
the outgoings of that land, and he in his guardianship causes 
destruction or waste to it, we will take compensation from 
him, and the land shall be entrusted to two liege and prudent 
ymen of that fee, who shall in the same way answer to us as 
Above-mentioned. But the guardian, as long as he holds 
tharge of the land, shall, from the produce thereof, support 
‘all houses, parks, warrens, lakes, mills, and other appurte- 
ances of that land; and shall, when the heir comes of age, 
Festore the land to him furnished with ploughs and all other 
things, at least as well as he received it. All these rules 
Shall be observed in the guardianships of archbishopric: 
bishoprics, abbacies, priories, churches and vacant dignities, 
Which belong to us, except that the wardships of these ought 
) Hot to be sold. Heirs may marry without disparagement. 
A widow, after the death of her husband, may immediately, 
and without any difficulty, take possession of her marriage 
‘Portion, and her inheritance, and shall not give anything for 
her dowry, marriage portion, or the inheritance which she 
id her husband possessed on the day of that husband's 
decease; and she may remain in the principal house of her 
husband for forty days after the death of her said husband, 
during which time her dowry shall be allotted to her, unless 
“il has been previously allotted to her, or unless that house be 
“#eastle; and if she goes away from a castle, a fitting house 
Shall be provided for her, in which she can stay in a becom- 
ing manner till her dowry is allotted to her, according to 
it has been stated above, and she shall have a reasonable 
¢ Wlowance for herself out of the common property ; and there 
Pslall be allotted to her for her dowry a third portion of all 
her husband’s land, which was his in his life-time, unless she 
feveived less as a dowry at the doof of the church. No 


teurity that she will not marry without our consent. And 
We and our bailiffs will not seize any land or property for 
Gy debt as long as the chattels of the debtor, then in his 
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possession, are uflicient to pay the debt and the debtor hint 
self is willing to satisfy our demanc out of them. And tit 
debtor’s sureties shall not be bound as long as the debtor 
personally is able to pay the debt, :nd if the debtor hima 

fails to pay the debt, not possessing means of payment; Oi 
refusing to pay although he is able, his sureties sliall He 


answerable for the debt; and if they wish it they shall have. 
the lands and income of the debtor, until they are satisfigd! 
for the debt, which they have pre-paid for him, unless, Hie 
debtor himself shows that he was quit of it to the said 
sureties, The city of London® shail have all its old libentigg 7 
and its free customs. Moreover w2 will and grant that all 7 
other cities, towns, and villages, and barons of the cingue 
ports, and all our ports, shall have all their liberties: aud) 
customs free. No one shall be bound to do greater servioe 


* “Whoever accepts a loan from a Jew, be jt more or Jess, and Hie 
before paying that debt, the debt shall not se charged with interest'as10n= 55 
as his heir is under age, of whomsoever he may hold; and if that dali 
should fall into our hands we will only seize the chattels mentioned. in tig” 
charter. And if any one dies, owing a debt to Jews, his wife shall receive 
her dowry, and shall not pay anything for that debt. And ifany children 
of the deceased survive, who are under axe, they shall be provided With 


necessaries according to the tenement which the deceased held, and’ Willy 


what remains the debt shall be paid, saving, however, the service Mie 1 
their lords, And the same shall be the case when debts are contracted 
with others besides Jews. We will not levy any scutage or tax in Oe 
kingdom without the advice of the kingdom in general, unless it He 
ransom our body, to make a knight of ovr eldest son, and to marty Guy 
eldest daughter once, and for this only a reasonable tax shall be lovjGiiay 
‘and the same shall be observed with regard to the taxes of the city Of 
London ; and the city of London shall enjoy all its old liberties and Tree 
customs both by land and water. And moreover we will and grant’ [eayey 
for ali other cities, boroughs, and towns, and the ‘ons of the cine 
ports, to enjoy all their liberties and free evstoms. And in order to.obtgin 
the general opinion of the kingdom as to levying taxes in any cases except 
those three above-mentioned, and as to levying soutages, we will summon 
by our Jetters under our seal, the archbishops, bishops, abbats, eatlts an 
chief barons of the kingdom. And we will moreover by means of our shen 
and bailiffs, summon all others in general, wio hold of us in chief, to meet ah ih 
fixed place, and at a fixed time, namely, a the term of forty days at leash = 
In all our letters of summons we will set forth the cause of that summits: 
and after having thus summoned them the business shall be proceed@ Wii 

on the appointed day according to the plans of those who may be: prestiily 
although all who were summoned may not have come. Henceforth we de 

not permit any one to levy a tax from his freemen, unless to rapadm Hie 
body, or to make his eldest son 2 knight, or to marry his eldest daughter 
once, and only a reasonable tax shall be lev ed for this purpose.” —M- Paris 
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for a knight’s fee, or for any other free tenement than he 
dught to do for it. The common pleas shall not accompany 
Hur court, but shall be held in some fixed place. Recogni- 
Yances for new disseising, and the death of an ancestor, shall 


Holy be taken in their own counties and in this manner. We, 


or if we are out of the kingdom, our chief justiciary, will 
send our justiciaries through each county once a year, who 
will, with the knights of the counties hold the before-men- 
tioned assize in each county; and those things, which at 
their arrival in the counties could not be determined by the 
tforésaid messengers at the aforesaid assizes, shall be deter- 
fined elsewhere by the same messengers on their journey; and 
those things which could not, on account of some difficulty in 
the points in question, be determined by the said messengers, 
Shall be referred to our justiciaries of the bench and there 
(letermined. The assizes concerning the last presentation ic 
the churches shall always be held before the justiciaries of 
the bench, and there determined. A freeman shall be fined 
for a small offence only according to the degree of his fault, 
and for a great offence according to the greatness of his 
fence, saving his tenements ; and, in the same way, 2 
Merchant, saving his merchandize; and a villain of any 
bther person except ourselves shall be amerced in the same 
Manner, saving his wannage,* if he throws himself on our 
mercy. And none of the aforesaid allowances shall be made, 
finless on the oath of tried and lawful men of the neighbour- 
jiood in the county. Earls and barons shall only be fined by 
their peers, and then only according to the degree of their 
difence. No ecclesiastic shall be fined according to the 
degree of his ecclesiastical benefice, but according to his lay 
possessions, and the degree of his offence. No town or 
fierson shall be bound to make bridges over rivers, unless 
found in duty to do so by old custom and by right. No 
tiver shall be embanked anew, unless those which were 
mbanked at the time of king Henry our Zrandfather. No 
sheriff, constable, or coroner, or other bailiffs of ours shall 
hold pleas of our crown.{ If any one holding lay fees from 


* Farming-stock. 
+ Paris adds:—* All countries, hundreds, wapentakes, and tithings, shall 
We set at their ancient farmage without any increase, except the manors of 
dur domain.” 
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us dies, and our sheriff or bailiff shows our letters: patent) My 


with a warning from us of the debt which the deceased owell 7 


us, it shall be lawful for our sheriff or bailiff to attach and 
reduce to writing the chattels of the deceased whith Amy 
found in his lay fee, to the value cf that debt, according ty 
the decision of legal men, so that nothing may be moyell ~ 
from thence till our debt is ascertained and paid, and them, 
the residue shall be left to the deceased’s executor te exetute 
his will; and if he owes us nothing, all the chattels shall gaout © 


to the deceased, except reasonable portions for his wité and 


his sons.* No constable or bailiff of his shall take the corr 7 


chattels of any one who does not belong to the town where 
the castle is situated, unless he immediately pays him moreyy 
or has regard for the same at the will of the seller; but if his 
belongs to that town, he shall pay the price within: forty = 
days. No constable shall compel any knight to pay him for 
taking care of his castle, if he wishes to do it personally, or hy q 
some other approved person, if he cannot do it by reasonable, . 
eause; and if we shall send him to the army, he shall he 
quit of his wardship as long as he is detained by us m the 
army, as regards the fee for which he served in our Armiyy = 
No bailiff, sheriff, or other agent of ours, shall take horse¢s0F 
carts belonging to any one for carriage of goods, unless) if > 
pays the livery determined on of old; that is to say, fora 
cart with two horses ten pence a day, and for one with. tires 7 
horses fourteen pence a day. No cart belonging to ay) 
ecclesiastical person, or knight, or any lady, shall be taken 
by the aforesaid bailiffs; nor will we, or our bailiffs, or amyl 
others take wood belonging to another to make our castles GF 
to do oux work, unless by consent of the party.to whom he 
wood belongs. We will retain the lands of those convict 
of felony only for one year and one day, and then they, si ‘ 
be given up to the lords of the fees. All the weirs shall hie” 
hereafter done away with entirely in the Thames and the 7 
Medway, and throughout all Europe except at the sea-COast. 
The brief called ‘praecipe,” shall hereafter not issue to, amy, 
one for any tenure whereby a free man’ may lose his cont} 


* Paris gives in addition :—“Tf any free man dies intestate, his goods > 
shall be distributed, according to the decision of the church, by his relates 
parents, or friends, saving to each of them the debts which the deceased 
owed him.” 
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There shall be one measnre for wine and beer throughout the 
whole of our kingdom, and one measure for corn, namely. 
the London quarter; and one width for dyed cloths, russets, 
and hauberjets, namely, two ells inside the binding; and 
with weights it shall be as with measures. Nothing shall 
hereafter be given for a writ of inquisition by any one requir- 
ing an inquisition as to life or limb, but it shall be granted 
free without denial. If any one holds from us by fee farm, 
or soccage, or burgage, and holds land from another person by 
knight service, we will not have the wardship of his heir or 

is land, which is of another's fee, on the pretext of that fee- 
farm, soecage, or burgage. Nor will we hold the wardship 
of that fee-farm, soccage, or burgage, unless the fee farm itself 
owes knight service. We ought not to have the wardship of 
the heir or land which he holds from another by knight's 
service, on the pretext of any petty sergeantry, which he 
holds from us by the service of offering a knife, arrow, or 
any other thing of the kind. ‘No bailiff shall henceforth put 
any one to the law or to his oath, on his simple assertion, 
unless credible witnesses be brought to that effect. No free 
person shall be taken or imprisoned, or shall be dispossessed 
of any free tenement of his, or his liberties or free customs, 
nor shall he be outlawed, or be punished in any other way, 
nor will we come upon him, nor send him to prison, unless 
by legal decision of his equals, or by the law of the land. 
We will not sell the right and justice to any one, nor will we 
refuse itor put it off. All traders, unless openly forbidden, 
shall have free egress from and ingress to England, both to 
stay and to go, both by land and water, to buy or sell without 
any extortion, according to old and just customs; unless in 
time of war, and they belong to the country at war with us; 
and if such be found in our territory at the beginning of the 
war, they shall be seized without damage to their persons or 
property, until we, or our chief justiciary, learn how the 
merchants of our country are treated in the country at war 
with us and, if our merchants are safe with them, theirs shall 
be safe with us.* If any one holds from any escheat, as 


* Paris adds:—* It shall be henceforth lawful for every one to leave, and 
return to, our kingdom safely and securely by land and water, saving our 
ith, unless in time of war, for a short time for the advantage of the king- 
dom ; except in the case of prisoners and outlaws, according to the law of 
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from the honour of Wallingford, Boulogne, Lancaster, Nate 
tingham, or from other escheats which are in our hands, and 
are baronies, and dies, his heir shall not give any other” 


relief, nor do any other service for us than he would do for® 7 


baron, if that barony was in the hands of a baron; and we 
will hold it in the same way as the baron held it; nor will” 
we on the pretext of such barony or escheat, hold any 
escheat* or wardship of any of our subjects unless he wha 
held the barony or escheat, held elsewhere from us in chieh 
No freeman henceforth shall give or sell so much of his laall 
to any one, that he is disabled from discharging, out of fhe 
residue, the service which is due to his lord for that fee. “All 
the patrons of abbacies, who have from the king of England 
charters of advowson, or who hold through ancient tenuré oF 
possession, shall have charge of those abbacies, when they 
become vacant, as they ought to have, and as has been abjive 
declared. ‘No man shall be taken or imprisoned, on the 
appeal of a woman, for the death of any one except thal 
women’s own husband. ‘No county shall henceforth be held 
unless from month to month; and where the term has beet 
used to be longer, it shall be longer; and no sheriffoar 
bailiff of it shall make his term in the hundred more that 
twice a year, and then only at the proper and accustomed 
times, that is to say, once after Easter and again after 
Michaelmas. And in like manner, the view of frank pledge 
shall take place at the said term of Michaelmas without fail, 
so that each person may have his own liberties, such as He 
had, and has been accustomed to have, at and since the titié 
of king Henry our grandfather, or which he has gained 
since; and the view of frank pledge shall be held, so that 
our peace may be kept, and that the tithing may be unharmed 
as it used to be; and that the sheriff shali not seck pretexts, 
and that he shall be content with receiving what the sherif? 
has been accustomed to receive for aking his view in the 
tame of our grandfather king Henry. No one shall hence 
the kingdom, and the people warring against is, and ‘their merchants cone 
cerning whom the rules above-mentioned shal! be observed.” 

* Paris adds:—* People who dwell out of the forest, shall not hence- 
forth appear before our justiciaries of the forest unless they be impleaded, 
or are pledges of any person or persons who are attached on account ofthe 


forest, And all the woods, which were affovested by our brother Kilid 
Richard, shall be immediately deforested, except those of our domain 
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forth be allowed to give his land to a religious house, so as 
to resume possession of it to be held of that sam house, nor 
shall any religious house. be allowed so to receive land as to 
give it back in tenure to him from whom they received 
possession of it; but if any one henceforth thus gives his 
land to a religious house and is convicted of so doing, his gift 
shall be altogether annulled, and the land shall fall int ‘the 
possession of the lord of that fee. Scutage shall henceforth 
be taken as it ‘used to be taken in the time of our grandfather 
king Henry. And all these aforesaid customs and liberties, 
which we, as far as pertains to us, have granted to be held 
in our kingdom, towards all our subjects in our kingdom, 
shall be observed both by our clergy and laity, as much as 
pertains to them, towards their dependants, saying to the 
archbishops, bishops, abbats, priors, templars, hospitallers, 
earls, barons, knights and all others, ecclesiastics as well as 
seculars, the liberties and free customs which they formerly 
had. Witness these, &c.” ‘The liberties and free customs of 
the forest, which could not be contained in the same sheet as 
the above-written liberties because it was not large enough, 
are contained in this underwritten charter as follows:— 


The liberties of the forest. 


“John, by the grace of God, hing of England, §e. Be it 
known that we, looking to God, and for the safety of our 
soul, as well as those of our ancestors and successors, have 
for the exaltation of the holy church, and for the improvement 
of our kingdom, of our own free will, on behalf of ourselves 
and our heirs, granted these under-mentioned liberties to be 
had and held for ever in our kingdom of England. In the 
first place all the forests, which king Henry our grandfather 
made, shall be inspected by approved and legal men; and if 
any one has made forest of any other wood than that belong- 
ing to his own domain to the injury of the owner of the same, 
it shall be immediately disforested; and, if he has forested 
his own wood, it shall remain a forest, saving the common of 
herbage, and other things in the same forest, to those who 
used to hold it. All men living without the bounds of a 
forest shall hereafter not come before our justiciaries of the 
forest. by ordinary summons, unless they be impleaded or be 
securities for some person or persons who are attached on 
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account of the forest. All woods, which were forested by 

our brother king Richard, shall be immediately disforested, 

unless they are woods of our demesne. Archhishops, bishops, 

abbats, priors, earls, barons, knights, and frae tenants, who 

have wood in the forest, shall hold possession of their wood 

as they did at the time of the coronation of our aforesaid 

grandfather king Henry, so that they shall be for ever free 

from all annoyances, waste, and clearages made in those 

woods from that time till the commencement of the second 

year of our coronation; and whoever henceforth commit 

waste, nuisance, or make clearance, in those woods without 
our permission, shall be answerable for such waste, annoy- 

ance, or clearance. Our inspectors shall go through the 
forests to take account, as was the custom at the time of the 
coronation of our said grandfather king Henry, and no other- 
wise. Inquisitions or views concerning the footing of dogs 
in a forest shall be taken henceforth when survey ought to 
be taken, that is to say, every third year; and then it shall 
be taken according to the view and testimony of legal men, 
and no otherwise; and if any person’s dog is then found not 
footed, he shall pay three shillings for alms. Henceforth no 
oxen shall be taken for footing; but such focting shall com- 
monly be by assize, that three claws shall be taken from his 
hind foot without the ball. Dogs henceforth shall not be 
footed, unless at the place where they used to be footed at 
the time of the coronation of our said grandfather king 
Henry. No forester or bedel shall henceforth make a 
tallage, or shall collect sheaves of oats or other kinds of corn, 
or sheep or pigs, or make any collection, and when the 
inspection is made, so many foresters shall »e appointed to 
guard the forests as, in the view and on the oath of twelve 
inspectors, shall seem sufficient in reason for the purpose. 
No swainmote shall be hereafter held in our singdom except 
three times a year, namely, fifteen days before Michaelmas, 
when our officers go round to levy tax for maintaining the 
fences of our woods; and at Martinmas, when the same 
officers collect our pannage;* and at those swo' swainmotes 
the foresters, verdurers, and collectors, + shail assemble, and 
no one else, by writ of distringas. And the third swainmote 


* Money paid for hedge-waste which cattle fed on. 
+ Of taxes for repairing the bounds of a piece of ground. 
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shall be held fifteen days before St. John the Baptist’s day, 
for the foddering of our cattle, and at that swainmote the 
foresters, verdurers, and collectors shall assemble, and no 
others, by writ of distringas. And moreover every forty days 
throughout the year the verdurers and foresters shall assemble 
to inspect the attachments of the forest, as well with regard to 
the turf as the venison on the presentation of those foresters, 
and they shall be attached in their presence. But these said 
swainmotes shall only be held in the counties where they 
used to be held, Every free man shall collect the tax to 
repair the bounds of his own wood in the forest at will, and 
shall receive his own pannage. We also grant permiasion to 
every free man to bring his pigs through the wood of our 
domain, free and without hindrance, and to enclose them in 
his own woods or elsewhere at his pleasure, and if any free- 
man’s pigs wander in our forest for one night, it shall not be 
made a pretext for him to be deprived of any of his property. 
No one shall be deprived of life or limb for hunting in our 
forest; but if any one shall be taken and convicted of steal- 
ing venison, he shall pay a heavy ransom, if he has the means 
to do so, and if he has not the means he shall be imprisoned 
for a year and a day. And if, at the expiration of a year 
and a day, he can find sureties he shall be released from 
prison; but if not, he shall abjure our kingdom of England. 
If any archbishop, bishop, earl, or baron, in coming to us by 
our orders, passes through our forest, he may take one or two 
beasts in sight of the forester, if the latter be present, and if 
not, let him sound a horn that he may not appear to be taking 
them by stealth; he may also act in the same way on liis 
return. Every free man may henceforth, without hindrance, 
in his own wood or on the land which he holds in the forest, 
build a mill, make a warren, lake, marl-pit, or ditch, or may 
lay out arable ground beyond what is enclosed in arable land, 
so that it may not be to the injury of any neighbour of his. 
Every free man may in his own woods have ayiaries of 
Sparrow-hawks, falcons, eagles, and herons, and in the same 
Way may have the honey found in his own woods, No 
forester, who is not a forester paying fee-farm to us for his 
bailiwick, shall henceforth take any roud-tax in his bailiwick ; 
but a forester who pays fee-farm to us for his bailiwick shall 
take road-tax ; namely, for every cart two-pence during a 
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half-year, and two-pence for the other ‘alf-year; and for a 
baggage horse one farthing for half a year, and a farthing for 
the other half-year; and only from those who come from dut 
of his bailiwick to trade by his leave in his bailiwick, to buy 
wood, timber, bark, or coal, and to take them elsewhere 
to sell, wherever they please; and from no other cart or 
beast of burden shall any road-tax be taken, and the said 
road-tax shall only be taken in the places where it used to 
be taken formerly. But those who carry on their shoulders 
their wood, bark, or coal for sale, shal) not, although they 
live by this means, pay any road-tax. No road-tax for the 
woods of other people shall be paid to our foresters, but only 
from the woods of our domain. All whe have been outlawed 
concerning forest matters, from the time of our grandfather 
king Henry till our coronation, may return peaceably without 
hindrance, and shall find good securities that they will not 
again make forfeiture to us with respect to our forest. No 
chastellain or other person shall hold pleas of the forest, 
either with regard to the turf or the venison, but any fee- 
forester may attach pleas of the forest, ax well concerning the 
turf as the venison, and shall present them to the verdurers 
of the counties; and, when they are enrolled and under the 
seals of the verdurers, they shall he presented to the chief 
forester, when he comes to that part of the country to hold 
pleas of the forest, and shall be determined in his presence. 
And it is our will that all the aforesaid customs and liberties 
which we have granted to be had and chserved in the king- 
dom towards our men, on our part, shall he observed by all the 
people of the kingdom, clergy as well as laity, on their part 
towards their men.” 


Of the twenty-five barons, who were appointed by the king to revise the 
aforesaid laws, 

“Since we, out of love to God, and for the amendment of 
our kingdom, and the better to set at rest the disagree- 
ment which has arisen between us and our barons, have 
granted all these things, wishing to preserve them entire and 
on a firm footing, we give and grant the underwritten secu- 
rity to them, namely :—That the barons shall choose twenty- 
five barons of the kingdom, whomsoever they please, who shall 
with all their power observe, keep, and cause to be observed, 
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peace and the liberties which we have granted, and by this 
our present charter have confirmed to them, so that, if we 
personally or by our justiciary, or bailiff, wrong any one in 
any way, or break through any one of the articles of this 
peace or security, and the injury shall be proved to four ont 
of the twenty-five barons, those four barons shall come to us, 
or, if we are out of the kingdom, to our justiciary, and, ex- 
plaining what is wrong to us, shall require us to give satis- 
faction without delay. And if we, or, if we are out of the 
kingdom, our justiciary, do not give satisfaction within forty 
days, reckoning from the time when it was pointed out to us, 
the said four barons shall refer the matter to the rest of the 
twenty-five; and those barons with the whole community of 
the country shall annoy and harass us, by all the means in 
their power, such as taking our castles, lands, and posses- 
sions, and any other means, till we give them satisfaction 
according to their decision, saving always our person, and the 
pereons of our queen, and our children; and when we have 
given satisfaction, they shall obey us as they did before. 
And let every one in the kingdom who chooses to do 80, 
swear that, to obtain all the aforesaid terms, he will obey the 
commands of the aforesaid twenty-five barons, and will 
harass us in conjunction with them, to the utmost of his 
power; and we give open and free permission to swear this 
to any one who chooses to do so, and we will never forbid 
any one to swear this. But all those in our kingdom who 
choose to swear to unite with the barons in annoying and 
harassing us, we will cause to swear to obey our commands 
as above-mentioned. But in all cases which are entrusted 
to the management of those twenty-five barons, if by chance 
they disagree amongst themselves on any point, or any of 
them when summoned refuse or are unable to be present, 
whatever the majority of them shall determine and order 
skall be ratified and confirmed, as though the twenty-five had 
all agreed to it. And the twenty-five barons shall swear 
that they will faithfully observe the aforesaid terms, and to 
the best of their ability cause them to be observed 3 and we 
will do nothing personally or by another, by which any of 
the said grants and liberties shall be revoked or deteriorated ; 
and if any such grant shall have been made, it shall be null 
and void, and we will never make use of it ourselyes or by 
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any other person. And all the bad disposition, indignation, 
and rancour which has arisen between us and our subjects; 
clergy as well laity, from the commencement of our dis- 
agreement, we entirely dismiss and pardon in respect of all. 
And the better to harass us, tre four castellans of North- 
ampton, Kenilworth, Nottingham, and Scarborough, shall 
swear to the twenty-five barons that they will do with the 
said castles whatever they or the majority of them may 
enjoin and command them to de; and there shall always be 
appointed to those castles, casicllans who are faithful and 
will not break their oath. Ard we will send away from 
our kingdom all foreigners, all the relatives of Gerard 
d’Athie, namely, Engelard, Andrew, Peter, aud Guy de 
Chanceles, Guy de Ciguigny, the wife of the aforesaid 
Gerard with all their children, Geoffrey de Martenn and his 
brothers, Philip Mark and his brothers, and G. his nephew, 
Falco, and all the Flemings and »obbers who do injury in our 
kingdom. Moreover all offences which have been committed 
on account of this disagreement from the last Easter, which 
was in the sixteenth year of our reign, till this renewal of 
peace, are by us freely forgiven to all, clergy and laity, and 
as far as concerns us are fully pardoned. And moreover we 
have caused testimonials and Istters patent to be granted, 
them from our lords, Stephen archbishop of Canterbury, 
Henry bishop of Durham, and Pandulph subdeacon and 
familiar of our lord the pope, and also from the aforesaid 
bishops, as a security for this end for the aforesaid graats. 
Wherefore we will and strictly order, that the English 
church be free, and that all subjects of our kingdom shall 
have and hold all the aforesa‘d liberties, laws, and cus- 
toms, well and peaceably, fresly and quietly, fully and 
entirely, to themselves and thcir heirs from us and our 
heirs, in all matters and places for ever, as aforesaid. An 
oath also has been made in presence of the above-named 
witnesses, ag well on behalf of as as of the barons, that we 
will observe all the aforesaid articles in good faith, and 
without fraudulent reservation. Given under our hand in 
the field called Runnymede, between Staines and Wind- 
sor, on the fifteenth day of June, in the seventeenth year of 
our reign.* 

* M. Paris here inserts:—*In the same year too, John, in order the 
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How the king of England by letters palent ordered the aforesaid liberties 
to be observed. 


After this king John sent his letters patent throughout ail 
the English territories, ‘strictly ordering all the sheriffs of the 
whole kingdom to make the inhabitants in their jurisdictions 
of every rank, swear to observe the above-written laws and 
liberties, and also, as far as lay in their power, to annoy and 
harass him, the king, by taking his castles till he fulfilled ‘all 
the above-mentioned terms, as contained in the charter. 
After which, many nobles of the kingdom came to the king 
asking him for their rights of land and possessions, and the 
custody of the castles, which, as they said, belonged to them 
by hereditary right; but the king delayed this matter till it 
Was proved on the oath of liege men, what of right was due 
to each ; and, the more fully to effect this, he fixed the 16th 
of August as a day for them all to come to Westminster. 
Nevertheless he restored to Stephen archbishop of Canter- 
bury the castle of Rochester and the Tower of London, 


more to gain the good-wiil of the prelates and nobles, granted free elections 
in all the churches of England ; and the king himself, as weil as the nobles 
nd} prelates, procured a confirmation of this charter and grant from the 
Pope, and, for better security, the king’s charter was inserted, sealed in the 
pope's warrant of confirmation. ‘The twenty-five barons chosen were as 
follow :—The earls of Clare, Albemarle, Gloucester, Winchester, and Here- 
ford ; earls Robert, Roger, Marshall the younger, Robert Fitz-Walter the 
elder, Gilbert de Clare, Eustace de Vescy, Hugh Bigod, William Mersbray 
mayor of London, Gilhert de Laval, Robert de Roos constable of Chester, 
Richard Percy, John Fitz-Robert, William Mulet, Geoffrey de Say, Roger 
de Mowbray, William of Huntingficld, Richard de Montfichet, and William 
de Albeney, These twenty-five barons, at the king’s request, swore on their 
souls that they would observe these customs in every point, and would 
compel the king to observe them by force, if he should by chance wish to 
Withdraw his consent. The following nobles swore on their souls to obey 
the commands of the twenty-five barons; the earl of Clare, the earl of 
Arundel, earl Warrenne, Henry Doyly, Hubert de Bourg, Matthew Fitz- 
Herbert, Robert Pinkney, Roger Huscarl, Robert de Newburg, Henry de 
Pont Omar, Ralph de la Haye, Henry de Brenttield, Warren Fitz-Geral 5 

Thomas Basset, William de Rokeland, William St John, Alan Basset, 
Richard de Bankes, Hugh de Beneval, Jordan de Sackville, Ra. Musgard, 
Ri Aflenvast, Robert de Ropele, Andrew de Beauchamp, Walter of Dun- 
stable, Walter Folioth, Faulkes, John Marshal, Philip de Albeney, William 
Pare, Raiph de Normanyille, William de Parcy, William Agorlun, Enge- 
tus de Pratest, William de Cirent, Roger de Zucha, Roger Fitz-Bernafad, 
and Godfrey de Cracombe, who all swore that they would obey thegcom 

mands of the twenty-five barons.” 
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